
THE IGNATIAN YEAR 
Day 1: Connecting the Ignatian Year to Your Class and Your Students 

Tips from Marquette’s Center for Teaching and Learning 

  
 

“Today our (Society of Jesus) prime educational objective must be to form men (and 
women) for others; men (and women) who will live not for themselves but for God and 
his Christ - for the God-man who lived and died for all the world; men (and women) 
who cannot even conceive of love of God which does not include love for the least of 
their neighbors; men (and women) completely convinced that love of God which does 
not issue in justice for others is a farce.” 
~Pedro Arrupe 
 
The first day of class presents both responsibility and opportunity for educators. It 
allows you to introduce yourself appropriately and with some vulnerability, set your 
course expectations for you and your students, begin to build relationships and 
community, create some enthusiasm for the content area, and, like many of life’s other 
first meetings, allows 



http://www.sjweb.info/documents/education/pedagogy_en.pdf
http://www.sjweb.info/documents/education/pedagogy_en.pdf


 
• How will you be using the Ignatian concepts unique to Jesuit 

universities in the classroom? 
o Context: You will get to know them, their backgrounds, and 



• Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching 
1. Life and Dignity of the Human Person 
2. Call to Family, Community, and Participation 
3. Rights and Responsibilities 
4. Preferential Option for the Poor 
5. The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers 
6. Solidarity 
7. Care for God's Creation 
 

• Four Universal Apostolic Principles (2019-2029) 
1. Showing the way to God: Show the way to God through the Spiritual 

Exercises and discernment 
2. Walking with the excluded: Walk with the poor, the outcasts of the 

world, those whose dignity has been violated, in a mission of 
reconciliation and justice 

3. Journeying with youth: Accompanying young people in the creation of 
a hope-filled future 

4. Caring for our common home: 



• Discernment activities 
o Adopt various Ignatian examens in your class or as options for student 

reflection (e.g., on consolation and desolation, attentiveness to who and 
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