


Cover image:  Memphis Minnie and Frankie Jean, oil on masonite, 29 1/4 x 17 1/4 in., 2002

Blues guitarist and song writer Memphis Minnie recorded her song “Frankie 
Jean” in the1930s, paying tribute to her fast-trotting horse. The other 
animals in this painting appear in the lyrics to many of her songs in which 
animals represent everything from men she knew to elements of her own 
personality.
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As a child, Gina Litherland was an 
avid reader.  Her youthful imagina-
tion was sparked by reading the 
tales of Hans Christian Anderson, 
Lewis Carroll and the Brothers Grimm.  
Litherland grew up in Gary, Indiana 
where she spent countless hours in-
vestigating the habitats of insects 
and forest creatures in vacant lots 
and woods near her home.  

While attending college at Indiana 
8QLYHUVLW\��/LWKHUODQG�ÀUVW�VDZ�/XLV�%X-
xXHO·V�FODVVLF�VXUUHDOLVW�ÀOP�Un Chien 
Andalou and Maya Deren’s Meshes 
of the Afternoon�� � 7KHVH� ÀOPV�� DF-
FRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� DUWLVW�� ´LQÁXHQFHG�
my own interest in exploring narra-
tive through painting.”  Litherland 
went on to pursue a career in paint-
ing by attending the Art Institute of 
Chicago.  Over the years, she has 
developed an intricately detailed 
style of painting that beautifully 
combines her interest in narration, 
literature and nature. 

Desire, ritual, intuition, femaleness, 
the natural world, the human/
animal boundary, children’s games 
and memory are the primary themes 
found in Litherland’s work.  Poets, 
writers and artists--Charles Baude-
laire, Arthur Rimbaud, André Breton, 
Henry David Thoreau, John Muir, 
Bruno Schulz, Angela Carter, Shirley 
Jackson, Hieronymus Bosch, Pieter 

Bruegel the Elder and Frida Kah-
lo—to name just a few, continue to 
inform her paintings.  The artist also 
cites hermetic philosophy as an im-
portant inspiration behind her work.  
Each one of Litherland’s paintings, 
however, tells its own unique story.  

In 1992, Litherland and her husband, 
Hal Rammel, moved to Cedarburg, 
Wisconsin to take up residence in a 
renovated 120-year-old barn.  The 
house is surrounded by woods and 
ÀOOHG�ZLWK�ERRNV��DUW��FDWV�DQG�GRJV��
this rural locale is an idyllic and inspir-
ing setting for Litherland’s creative 
pursuits.  While Litherland’s work has 
been shown widely and has ap-
peared in numerous international 
publications, the artist has remained 
a somewhat well-kept secret in Mil-
waukee.  Queens and Vagabonds 
PDUNV�WKH�ÀUVW�VROR�H[KLELWLRQ�RI�*LQD�
Litherland’s paintings to be pre-
sented in Wisconsin.  The Haggerty 
Museum of Art is honored to show-
case this exquisite body of work.
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The painting methods that I use, tradi-
tional indirect oil painting techniques 
VLPLODU� WR� WKRVH� XVHG� E\� ÀIWHHQWK�



Germination, oil on masonite, 24 x 30 in., 1993 

Germination is a painting about being uprooted, blown in the wind and transplanted.





Tropism, oil on masonite, 12 x 9 in., 1998, from the collection of Terri Kapsalis and 
John Corbett

7URSLVP�LV�E\�GHÀQLWLRQ�WKH�WXUQLQJ�RU�EHQGLQJ�PRYHPHQW�RI�DQ�RUJDQLVP�
toward or away from an external stimulus.



The Argonauts, oil on masonite, 12 x 9 in., 2000

Inspired by a fado song by Caetano Veloso, each character in the boat 
UHÁHFWV�D�GLIIHUHQW�DSSURDFK�WR�XQFHUWDLQW\�DQG�GDQJHU�



Dinner Party, oil on masonite, 18 x 14 in., 2001

Dinner Party is a tribute to the manners and habits of raccoons.



Sunflower Tango, oil on masonite, 13 1/2 x 11 1/2 in., 2003 

The tango generally is a dance that dramatizes the relations between the 
sexes.  In this case, the woman struggles between her attraction to the 
VXQÁRZHU�DQG�KHU�QHHG�WR�FRQWURO�LW�



Goose Girl, oil on masonite, 20 x 15 in., 2004

The Goose Girl is a Brothers Grimm story of a princess estranged from 
her own royalty.  The quote at the bottom of the painting (“En effet, ils 
furent rois toute une matinee ...”) refers to a poem by Arthur Rimbaud 
called Royalty which tells the story of a man and woman who shout to 
the crowd in a public square: “Friends, I want her to be queen!” and 
“I want to be queen!”  The quote translates into English as “They were 
indeed sovereigns for a whole morning.”  The tale and the poem share 
one meaning: that each of us is sovereign of our own world.



Daemon Roses, oil on masonite, 16 x 12 in., 2004

The painting refers to Sister Jeanne des Anges of Loudun, France in 
1634, who claimed that a daemon entered her convent through a 
bouquet of roses.



  Sideshow, oil on masonite, 17 x 12 in., 2006, from the collection of Hal Brun and 
Jeff Ginsberg

Arthur Rimbaud’s poem Parade (or Sideshow) ends with the line: 
“J’ai seul la clef de cette parade sauvage.”  Louise Varese trans-
lates this as “I alone have the key to this savage sideshow.”



The Owl’s Net, oil on masonite, 12 x 10 in., 2007

´2ZO·V� 1HWµ� LV� WKH� QDPH� RI� WKH� SDUWLFXODU� VWULQJ� ÀJXUH� WKDW� WKH� ZRPDQ� KDV�
ZRYHQ�ZLWK�KHU�ÀQJHUV�



Good Luck Painting, oil on masonite, 14 3/4 x 11 in., 2007 

A collection of things that bring good luck.  Whoever looks at this painting 
will be lucky.



1.  Germination 
     Oil on masonite
     24 x 30 in. 
     1993 

2.  Life on the Moon 
     Oil on masonite
     24 x 18 in.
     1995

3.  Nerrivik * 
     Oil on masonite
     30 x 24 in. 
     1996 

4.  Habitation * 
     Oil on masonite
     24 x 18 in. 
     1998

5.  Tropism 
     Oil on masonite
     12 x 9 in.
     1998
     From the collection of
     Terri Kapsalis and John Corbett

6.  Jack of Diamonds * 
     Oil on masonite
     26 x 18 in. 
     1999 

7.  The Argonauts 
     Oil on masonite
     12 x 9 in.
     2000

8.  Daddy-Hex * 
     Oil on masonite
     18 x 14 in.
     2001 

9.  Dinner Party 
     Oil on masonite
     18 x 14 in.
     2001

10.  Memphis Minnie 
  and Frankie Jean 
  Oil on masonite
  29 1/4 x 17 1/4 in. 
  2002

11.  Sunflower Tango 
  Oil on masonite
  13 1/2 x 11 1/2 in. 
  2003 

12.  Goose Girl 
  Oil on masonite
  20 x 15 in. 
  2004

13.  Daemon Roses 
  Oil on masonite
  16 x 12 in.
  2004

14.  Sideshow
  Oil on masonite
  17 x 12 in.
  2006
  From the collection of  
  Hal Brun and Jeff Ginsberg

15.  The Owl’s Net 
  Oil on masonite
  12 x 10 in. 
  2007

16.  Good Luck Painting 
  Oil on masonite
  14 3/4  x 11 in.
  2007 

17.  Enigmatic Stranger *
  Oil on masonite
  24 x 18 in.
    2007

* Not reproduced in this catalogue
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