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2. ABSTRACT (250 words) 
 
I was recently approached to write a monograph (25,000-30,000 words) for the Palgrave SFF: A New 
Canon book series on Aurora (2015), a novel by the great American science fiction writer and utopian 
theorist Kim Stanley Robinson (1952-). Set in a hollowed-out asteroid launched out of the Solar 
System to colonize an extrasolar planet, Aurora depicts the catastrophic failure of this multi-century 
mission due to a pandemic, and dramatizes the tormented decision of the survivors to turn around and 
go back to Earth instead—a remarkable twist that marks the novel as a must-



3. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
  

A) EXPLANATION OF PROJECT AND RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 
 
This project represents a somewhat unusual opportunity in literary studies: to write a short-form, 
“skinny” book on a single text as part of a larger conversation about the makeup of the contemporary 
science fiction canon. My task, in only 25,000-30,000 words, will be not only to articulate an engaging 
and critically stimulating reading of Aurora but to explain why this book is an “essential” text of the 
genre, standing out even among Robinson’s other celebrated works. This task is further complicated by 
the intra-fandom debates that have colored Aurora’s reception, with as many readers praising its 
deconstruction of social and scientific assumptions that have gone underexamined by science fiction 
authors as decrying its grim, dour pessimism about the prospects of human settlement of other planets. 
As a revisionary work, Aurora challenges us to rethink what science fiction has been and what it can 
be—and as a political work it dares us to imagine a better, more just, and more ecologically grounded 
future for a human race that will likely never leave Planet Earth in any significant numbers. 
 



 
Chapter 4: Aurora as Literature (5000-7000 words) 
 
This chapter returns to Aurora this time as a literary object, focusing 



California (the Three Californias trilogy, 1984-1990), life in the scientific colony on Antarctica 
(Antarctica, 1997), an alternate history in which a much more virulent Black Plague killed nearly 
every European on the planet (The Years of Rice and Salt, 2002), and the dawn of modern humanity at 
the end of the Ice Age (Shaman, 2013). Since the 1980s, 



work—so I fully expect that with the help of this SFF I will have a completed monograph drafted and 
under consideration at Palgrave by Fall 2021. 
 
Because I am teaching in summer session one, the six weeks of the fellowship will need to run from 
July 5 to August 15, 2021. 





 
5. SFF/RRG PROJECT BUDGET 
 
This Summer Faculty Fellowship application does not have a RRG component, as it does not require 
me to travel or purchase any materials I do not already have. I am requesting only the stipend, $5500, 
to support the writing of the book itself. 
 
TOTAL FUNDS REQUESTED: $5500 
 
Please see attached chart on next page. 
 
6. DETAILED BUDGET BREAKDOWN 
 
As stated above, the only budget item in this request is the summer faculty fellowship, which will 
support my dedicated completion of the monograph in six weeks this summer. 



 
SFF/RRG BUDGET TABLE 
Double click on the table, and then add your budget figures: 
 

 

Item March-June July - December
Funds Requested from 

Other Sources 
Source of Other 

Funds
SFF ($0, $5500, $11000 (joint app)) $5,500.00
RRG 
!"#$%#&'(#)'*#&++,&$)-./(&0#"-1

Personnel  
Graduate Research Assistant(s)  



7. RESULTS OF PRIOR SFF/RRG AWARDS 
 
I was first awarded an SFF/RRG combined award for 2013-2014 for my research project Modern 
Masters of Science Fiction: Octavia E. Butler; this SFF/RRG has led to multiple publications, 
including the publication of the finished manuscript in November 2016. 
 

2017 “Disrespecting Octavia.” Luminescent Threads. Eds. Alexandra Pierce and Mimi 
Mondal. Australia: Twelfth Planet Press. 3 pages. 

 
2016 Octavia E. Butler. Modern Masters of Science Fiction. Champaign, IL: University 

of Illinois Press. xviii + 225pp. 
 

2015 “The Octavia E. Butler Papers.” 



University of Graz, Graz, Austria. 
 
Since the major work of the third SFF/RRG was towards the introduction and currently 
unpublished chapters of the Animal Planets book, much of it has not yet been published at this 
time. A serious injury and lengthy recovery in 2019-2020 set the book’s timetable back a bit (but 
I’m doing fine now, aside from the pandemic!). 
 
Other Grants Applied for and Received 
My first SFF/RRG led to a 2014-15 John Brockway Huntington Foundation Fellowship at 
Huntington Library ($3,000).  
 
My second SFF/RRG led to an application for an NEH Faculty Fellowship for 2017-2018, to 
work on Animal Planet; while this application was not accepted, it received very high marks 
from the NEH’s reviewers and I received helpful feedback. 
 
My third SFF/RRG led to an application for an NEH Faculty Fellowship, which again came 
close without being submitted. I will try again following this summer. 



8. SELECTED CURRICULUM VITAE 
Especially relevant publications to the project are highlighted. 
 



 
X  2017 “Unless Someone Like You Cares a Whole Awful Lot: Apocalypse as Children’s 

Entertainment.” Science Fiction Film and Television 10.1 (Winter 2017): 81-104. 
 
X 2016 “After Humanity: Science Fiction after Extinction in Kurt Vonnegut and Clifford 

D. Simak.” Paradoxa 28: “Global Weirding” (2016): 135-156. 
 
X 2015 



X 2019 “Utopia.” The Bloomsbury Companion to Marx. Eds. Jeff Diamanti, Andrew 
Pendakis and Imre Szeman. New York: Bloomsbury, 2019. 6 pages. 

 
X 2019 



X 2018 “It Just Hasn’t Finished Melting Yet.” Symposium on Science Fiction and the 
Climate Crisis. Science Fiction Studies 45.3 (November 2018). 2 pages. 

2017 “Memento Mori: Richard McGuire’s Here and Art in the Anthropocene.” Deletion 13: 
“Memory” (November 2017). 

X 2015 “Ecology 101.” SFRA Revi



II. RESEARCH IN PRESS 
 
X [2021] “Science Fiction and Utopia in the Anthropocene.” American Literature. 
  
III. PAPERS PRESENTED & PARTICIPATION IN PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS 
 
A. Recent International Conferences 
 
2018 Invited Talk: “The Humanities after Blackfish.” American Studies Colloquium Series, 

University of Warsaw, Poland. 
2018 Invited Talk: “Transitional Power: Superheroes vs. the Climate.” Institute for American 

Studies, University of Graz, Graz, Austria. 
X 2018 Invited Talk: “Worlding Crisis, Crisising Worlds.” Worlding SF Conference, 

University of Graz, Graz, Austria. 
2018 Invited Talk: “The Horrible Anticipation of an Imminent Smash: Posthumanity in the 

Anthropocene in The Time Machine (1960) and The Time Machine (2002).” Workshop: 
“From human to posthuman? Ethical inquiries regarding the radical transformation of 
human beings into different kinds of beings.” University of Zurich, Zurich, Switzerland. 

 
B. Recent National Conferences 
2020 Roundtable: “Climate Reads: On N.K. Jemisin’s The Fifth Season with Sheree Renée 

Thomas.” Brooklyn Public Library, New York, NY. 
X 2020 Keynote: “Science Fiction and Utopia at the End of the World.” 2020: A Space 

Odyssey. Grinnell College, Grinnell, IA. 
X 2019 Keynote: “Environmental(ist) Education and the Problem of Hope.” Speculative 

Futures of Education Symposium, University of California, Riverside. 
2019 Paper Read: “The Legend of Zelda in the Anthropocene.” International  
Conference on the Fantastic in the Arts, Orlando, FL. 
X 2019 Roundtable: “Modernism’s Science Fictions.” Modern Language Association, 

Chicago, IL. 
 
IV. RECENT COMMITTEES AND SERVICE 
 
A. National 
2021 Judge, David. G. Hartwell Emerging Scholar Award 
X 2020-2022 President, Science Fiction Research Association 
2018




