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History: St. Meinrad Abbey administered Benedictine Indian missions and
parishes in Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota from 1884-1954, and
was succeeded by Blue Cloud Abbey, which administered them from 1954-2012.

St. Meinrad Archabbey, St. Meinrad,

Indiana

In 1854, Benedictines from Our Lady of Einsiedeln Abbey (Einsiedeln,
Switzerland) founded St. Meinrad Abbey, which administered the following
Indian missions and parishes in North Dakota, Nebraska, and South Dakota

from 1884 1954:

1884-1954 (transferred to Blue Cloud)

1885-1954 (transferred to Blue Cloud)

1887-1954 (transferred to Blue Cloud)

1892-1954 (transferred to Blue Cloud)

1887-1954 (transferred to Blue Cloud)

1917-1954 (transferred to Blue Cloud)

1917-1954 (transferred to Blue Cloud)

1917-1954 (transferred to Blue Cloud)

St. Michael Church (Sisseton and
Wahpeton), St. Michael, Fort Totten
Reservation, North Dakota

Seven Dolors Church (Sisseton and
Wahpeton), Fort Totten, Fort Totten
Reservation, North Dakota

Immaculate Conception Church (Santee
and Sisseton), Stephan, Crow Creek
Reservation, South Dakota

St. Jerome Mission (Sisseton and
Wahpeton), Crow Hill, Fort Totten
Reservation, North Dakota

St. Joseph Church (Brulé), Fort
Thompson, Lower Brule Reservation,
South Dakota

St. Francis Solano Mission (Yankton),
Lake Andes/ White Swan, Yankton
Reservation, South Dakota

St. Paul Church (Yankton), Marty,
Yankton Reservation, South Dakota

St. John Mission (Yankton), Greenwood,
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1887-1954

1929-1954

1931-1954

1933-1954

1933-1954

1936-1954

1938-1954

1940-1954

1940-1954

1941-1954

1946-1954

1948-1954

In 1950, Benedictines from St. Meinrad founded Blue Cloud as a monastery.
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Yankton Reservation, South Dakota

St. Catherine/ Sacred Heart Mission
(Sisseton and Wahpeton), Big Bend,
Sisseton Reservation, South Dakota

Christ the King Mission (Sisseton and
Wahpeton), Tokio, Fort Totten
Reservation, North Dakota

Sacred Heart Mission (Santee and
Ponca), Santee, Nebraska

St. Ann Church (Métis and Ojibwa),
Belcourt, North Dakota

St. Anthony Mission (Métis and
Ojibwa), Alcide, North Dakota

Good Shepherd Mission (unknown), Grace
Mission, South Dakota

St. Gregory Mission (Yankton),
Greenwood/ Missouri Bottom, Yankton
Reservation, South Dakota

St. Catherine of Sienna Mission
(Yankton),Rising Hail Colony,
Yankton Reservation, South Dakota

St. Benedict Mission (Métis and
Ojibwa), Belcourt/ Turtle Mountain,
Turtle Mountain Reservation, North
Dakota

Sacred Heart Mission (Santee and
Ponca) ,Niobrara, Nebraska

St. Augustine Mission (Winnebago),
Winnebago, Winnebago Reservation,
Nebraska

St. William Mission ((Santee and
Ponca), Niobrara, Nebraska

Abbey, Marvin, South Dakota

It

was raised to an abbey in 1954 and closed in 2012. Blue Cloud administered
the following Indian parishes and missions from 1954-2012:

1954-2012 (transferred to diocesan
priests)

1954-2012 (transferred to Dominicans)

1954-1997 (transferred to Priests of
the Sacred Heart, U.S. Province)

1954-2012 (transferred to Dominicans)

1954-1997 (transferred to Priests of
the Sacred Heart, U.S. Province)

1954-1978

(closed)

St. Michael Church (Sisseton and
Wahpeton), St. Michael, Fort Totten
Reservation, North Dakota

Seven Dolors Church (Sisseton and
Wahpeton), Fort Totten, Fort Totten
Reservation, North Dakota

Immaculate Conception Church (Santee
and Sisseton), Stephan, Crow Creek
Reservation, South Dakota

St. Jerome Mission (Sisseton and
Wahpeton), Crow Hill, Fort Totten
Reservation, North Dakota

St. Joseph Church (Brulé), Fort
Thompson, Lower Brule Reservation,
South Dakota

St. Francis Solano Mission (Yankton),
Lake Andes/ White Swan, Yankton
Reservation, South Dakota



1954-1997 (transferred to Regular
Franciscans, Most Sacred Heart of
Jesus Province)

1954-2012 (closed)

1954-1997 (transferred to Priests of
the Sacred Heart, U.S. Province)

1954-2012 (transferred to Dominicans)

1954-1957 (closed)

1954-1995 (transferred to Our Lady of
the Most Holy Trinity)

1954-1995 (transferred to Our Lady of
the Most Holy Trinity)

1954-ca.1957 (closed)

1954-1958 (closed)

1954-1965 (closed)

1954-1995 (transferred to Our Lady of
the Most Holy Trinity)
1954-1957 (closed)

1954-1957 (transferred to diocesan
priests)

St. Paul Church (Yankton), Marty,
Yankton Reservation, South Dakota

St. John Mission (Yankton), Greenwood,
Yankton Reservation, South Dakota

St. Catherine/ Sacred Heart Mission
(Sisseton and Wahpeton), Big Bend,
Sisseton Reservation, South Dakota

Christ the King Mission (Sisseton and
Wahpeton), Tokio, Fort Totten
Reservation, North Dakota

Sacred Heart Mission (Santee and
Ponca), Santee, Nebraska

St. Ann Church (Métis and Ojibwa),
Belcourt, North Dakota

St. Anthony Mission (Métis and
Ojibwa), Alcide, North Dakota

Good Shepherd Mission (unknown), Grace
Mission, South Dakota

St. Gregory Mission (Yankton),
Greenwood/ Missouri Bottom, Yankton
Reservation, South Dakota

St. Catherine of Sienna Mission
(Yankton) ,Rising Hail Colony,
Yankton Reservation, South Dakota

St. Benedict Mission (Métis and
Ojibwa), Belcourt/ Turtle Mountain,
Turtle Mountain Reservation, North
Dakota

Sacred Heart Mission (Santee and
Ponca) ,Niobrara, Nebraska

St. William Mission (Santee and
Ponca) ,Niobrara, Nebraska



Swiss-American Congregation Archives

/1 "Indian Missions"

Inclusive dates: 1886-1954, undated

Volume: .9 cubic foot

Description: Arranged alphabetically by location of the mission.

A. Belcourt, North Dakota, St. Ann Mission, 1902, 1911, 1933-1954, .1 cubic
foot:

1. Land titles, abstracts, and warranty deeds, 1902, 1911, 1933-1934, 1937-
1938, 1940, 1954, 3 folders

2. Financial reports, 1935-1953, 1 folder

B. Fort Totten, North Dakota, Seven Dolors Mission and St. Michaels, North
Dakota, St. Michael Mission, 1887-1892, 1902-1906, 1914-1922, 1932-1953,
.15 cubic foot:

1. Correspondence, 1890-1892, 1914, 1917-1918, 1921-1922, 28 letters; major
correspondents include Reverends Jerome Hunt, O0.S.B., Ambrose Mattingly,
0.S.B., Sylvester Eisenman, O0.S.B., and Abbots Fintan Mundwiler, 0.S.B.,
and Athanasius Schmitt, 0.S.B.

2. Financial reports (annual), 1887-1888, 1902-1906, 1916-1917, 1932-1953, 2
folders

3. Land titles, abstracts, and deeds, 1934, 1937, 1941, 1 folder
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major correspondents include Abbot Fintan Mundwiler, 0.S.B., Reverend
Claude Ebner, 0.S.B., and Bishop Martin Marty, O.S.B.
15. "Sylvester Eisenman, 0.S_.B., Reverend," 1910, 1919-1921, undated, 1

folder:
a. Correspondence, 1910, 1919-1921, 4 letters; to Abbot Athanasius Schmitt

from Ravinna, South Dakota

b. Biographical information, undated
B. "Abbatial File of St. Meinrad Monks," 1930-1965, 1.0 cubic foot: Includes

incoming and outgoing correspondence filed alphabetically under the
religious name of each monk. The "Abbatial File" was initiated by
Archabbot Ignatius Esser, 0.S.B. at the beginning of his administration
in 1930. Subsequently Archabbot Bonaventure Knaebel, 0.S.B. and Archabbot
Gabriel Verkamp, 0.S.B. added their records to the file. In the spring of

1975,






Blue Cloud Abbey Holdings

Inclusive dates: 1874-2012, undated

Volume: Approximately 25



d. Northern Lights, 1932-1956, 1970-1971
e. Our Lady"s Bulletin, 1950-1952, 1958-1964

C. Boxes no. 76-81: Marty, South Dakota, St. Paul"s Mission and School,

1.

2.
3.

Yankton Reservation, 1920s-2012, ca. 5.5 cubic feet:

Correspondence, 1920s-1970s, 1.5 cubic feet: major correspondents include
Reverend Sylvester Eisenman, 0.S.B., Reverend Gaulbert Brunsman, O.S.B._,
Reverend George Lyon, 0.S_.B., Abbot Gilbert Hess, 0.S.B., Abbot Alan
Berndt, 0.S.B., Bishop Bernard J. Mahoney, Bishop William O. Brady,
Bishop Lambert A. Hoch, and the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions; a
prominent subject is the construction work at St. Paul"s Mission in 1941-
1942; besides St. Paul®s Church, correspondence relates to St. John"s
School, Greenwood, South Dakota; Sacred Heart Mission, Santee, Nebraska;
St. Gregory"s Mission, Greenwood, South Dakota; St. Catherine of Sienna
Mission, Rising Hail Colony, South Dakota; and St. Francis Solano
Mission, Lake Andes, South Dakota

Chronicle, 1948-1955, 138 pages

History notes, 1920s-1977, 2 folders?2 folders?
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1.

Indian language records, 1920s-1940s, .15 cubic foot: primarily
correspondence to and from Indians in Dakota and language study guides;
many of the records were generated by Reverend Timothy Sexton, 0.S.B.
Historical notes, clippings, and printed materials on Indians or
missions, 1896-1967, undated, 1.0 cubic foot;

a.
b.
c.
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American Indian Culture Research Center, undated

Benedictines, undated

Bibliography: Guide to Christian Indians of the Upper Plains, John
McMullen, O.S.B., 1969, and research notes, undated

Blue Cloud, Chief, and Naming ceremonies, undated

Conference on Indian Youth, undated

Catholic Sioux Congress, undated

Plains Indian Congress, minutes, undated

Sioux Falls Diocesan Survey of Indians, 1967

Sioux Indian Congress, 1896

Tekakwitha Conference (Indian Missionary Conference), 1939-1956, 1965

Winnebago, Nebraska, St. Augustine®s Mission, Winnebago Reservation,
publication: The Trumpet Call, 1945-1954, 1 folder
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