Years of Faith and Learning in Action

To help souls. is was the
impulse of St. Ignatius of Loyola,
founder of the Society of Jesus,
whose experience of spiritual
conversion has wended its way
through the centuries and into
our present-day experience at
Marquette University. By “helping
souls,” Ignatius was simply trying
to meet people in the deepest and
most tender recesses of their lives,
and bring them closer to God.

In giving the Spiritual Exercises,

preaching, serving others in

need, and instructing the young,

Ignatius and his small band of
friends used any means possible to make themselves
available and pliant, to respond to the call of God in
their lives.

Among the many ministries of the early Society
of Jesus, schools were a tremendously important
means for helping souls and bettering the world.

rough rigorous, sequenced study and spiritual
formation, Ignatius and his companions hoped to
elicit from students the deep desires that God
had planted in them, and send them
forth as leaders in the civic arena
and marketplace. e Jesuit Ratio
Studiorum, or plan of studies,
emphasized the humanities and
drew even from the Greek and
Roman classics, in the belief
that good literature cultivates
good human beings who will,
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