
Communicating Effectively with Your International TA 

Having a TA who is international or who comes from a different language background can be a rewarding 

yet challenging experience.  If you have never had a teacher from a different cultural or language 

background, you may fear that you won’t understand your TA or that your TA won’t understand you.  
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 Speak more slowly (but still naturally) and articulate your words clearly.





 Ask your TA to repeat what he or she said if you don’t understand.

 Paraphrase what you think the TA said if you are unsure that you understood the TA.  You can
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