POSC 4201-101
Marquette University
U.S. Congress
Fall Semester 2014
MWF 10:00 - 10:50

Dr. Karen S. Hoffman

Office: WWP 484

Phone: 288-1573

Email: karen.hoffman@marquette.edu

Office Hours: MW 11:30 - 1:30; T 9-12; F 12-1; and by appt.

Course Obiectives:
The United States Congress is the oldest popularly elected legislature in the world.
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to make law and policy for the nation; both of those roles will be studied closely, paying
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factor in its development, as well as Congress’ relationship with the other branches of
government. Special attention will be paid to current issues in Congress, such as party
polarization and the fall 2014 midterm elections.

Upon completing the course students will be able to identify and explain the powers of the
U.S. Congress and the system of checks and balances between Congress and the other
branches of government. Students will also be able to gather information from credible
sources and be able to construct analytical arguments using clear, logical prose.
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may withdraw a student from a course due to excessive absences and assign a grade of WA
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Topic 2 - Campaigns and Elections

Wed., Sept. 24 - Getting into Office
Congress and its Members, Ch. 3 “Going for it: Recruitment and Candidacy”

Fri., Sept. 26 — Campaigns
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“When Facts are Weapons,” The Economist, May 3, 2014 (D2L)

Mon., Sept. 29 — Republican Primaries

“Chastened GOP Tries to Foil Insurgents at Primary Level, The New York Times, Feb
9, 2014 (D2L)

“In Open Primary Southern States, Black Voters Flex new Muscle,” June 28, 2014,
The Christian Science Monitor (D2L)

Wed., Oct. 1 - Money,
Trevor Potter on The Colbert Report — video clips in class
Browse through opensecrets.org

Fri., Oct 3 - Money in Historical Perspective
The American Senate, Chs. 1 and 2 “Money and Politics: Electing US Senators” and
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for Users (SAFETEA-LU) — passed in 2005

“Floor Fight,” All Roads Lead to Congress: The S300 Billion Fight over Highway
Funding, Costas Panagopoulos and Joshua Schank, 2008, CQ Press (D2L)
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Foundation, 2014 (D2L)

Fri., Nov. 21 - Foreign Policy

“Overcoming Foreign Policy Disunity,” The National Interest, Richard Lugar, 2012
(D2L)

Mon., Nov. 24 — Policy Implementation
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