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Professor: Jessica A.J. Rich  Marquette University 
Office: Wehr Physics Building, Room 448  Department of Political Science 
Email: jessica.rich@marquette.edu Spring 2020  
Office hours: for 30 mins following class or by appointment  
 
 
 

THE POLITICS OF NGOS 
 
What are nongovernmental organizations and what is their place in politics and policy? On the 
one hand, NGOs can advocate politically on behalf of poor and otherwise marginalized 
communities. And on the other hand, NGOs can provide important community services in areas 
where government programs are absent. Recent global transformations over the last twenty years 
have deepened each of these roles, as international NGOs and domestic grassroots groups have 
taken on new responsibilities once thought of as the domain of government. What is the 
relationship between international and domestic nongovernmental organizations? What is the 
relationship between their roles as civic advocates and service providers? How has the 
expanded authority of nongovernmental organizations affected democracy and citizen well-
being? What kinds of groups in society are more likely to organize, and what kinds of groups get 
left out? Drawing on literature from Political Science, Sociology, and Anthropology, this course 
will develop a transnational understanding of the world of NGOs. 
 
This course will also focus on developing students’ writing and research skills. After four weeks 
of exploring the scholarly literature, students will select for comparative analysis two 
nongovernmental organizations, two NGO projects, or two countries. Students will be 
responsible for turning in memos and annotated readings, and then draft sections of the paper on 
an assigned schedule so that they can get feedback from me about how to structure and organize 
an original research paper. Student participation in this course will culminate in an 18-25 page 
research paper addressing one particular dimension of the politics of NGOs. An expected 
outcome of this course, then, is that students will know how to conduct original research and to 
write an analytic paper for a social-science audience. This course is thus intended as a building 
block for students on their way to taking upper-division classes in the social sciences. 
 
Course Objectives 
 
Throughout the course of the semester, you should: 
 

1. become familiar with the core debates about NGOs, how they connect to your cases, and 
how they connect to social-science theories; 

 
2. develop the analytic tools to be able to design and conduct your own social-science 

research project; and 
 

3. improve your writing ability. 
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Class Meetings 
 
Students must be fully prepared at all times to discuss the readings and concepts from that day’s 
material, and that of previous classes. Because this class is a small seminar, I will not be 
lecturing to you. Instead, our classes will revolve around active group discussion of the reading 
materials. This means that every class period will require you to spend some non-reading time 
preparing for class. Create a habit of setting aside non-reading time to prepare your ideas. 
 
 
Student Assessment 
 
Your final grade for the course will be composed as follows: 
 

l grade l grade !
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Course Schedule  
 
 

PART I: WHO DOES WHAT AND WHY 
 
 
Week 1 January 13, 15 
  
January 13: Course Introduction – Perspectives on NGOs and advocacy 
• No assigned reading 
 
January 15: Introduction to Service Organizations 
• Edwards, Paul. “How to Read a Book.” (ON D2L) 
• Schuller, Mark. 2012. Killing with Kindness: 
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Week 4 February 3, 5 
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Week 14 April 13, 15 
 
April 13: NO CLASS. HAPPY EASTER. 
 
April 15: ASSIGNMENT 5 DUE IN CLASS  
 
Please submit your assignment to Dropbox and bring a printed copy to class. If you do not both 
submit the assignment to Dropbox and come to class on time to turn in the printed version of the 
assignment, it will be marked late. *This rule holds for all assignments.* 
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 Politics of NGOS Research Paper Assignment 
 
Introduction 
The course has a structured format for research and writing.  After four weeks of intensive 
exploration, you will select for comparative analysis:   

• Two international non-governmental organizations (NGOs); !"  

• Two domestic NGOs; !"  

• Two international humanitarian campaigns or projects; !"  

• Two domestic humanitarian campaigns (in the country of your choice); !" 

• Two countries that are the targets of a single humanitarian campaign; !" 

• Two countries that are the targets of a single international NGO; !" 

• Two foundations 
 

The core idea of the research and the paper is the comparison between two cases that are similar 
in some important way and different in others.  We will talk more about this in class. 
 
 

Structure of Assignments 
There are six assignments, due in class on the 4th, 7th, 10th, 12th, 14th, and final-exam 
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Assignment 2:  Annotated Bibliography and Lessons Learned 
 
By now you will have selected one of the case comparisons from the last assignment for your 
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Assign
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Assignment 6:   
)
What to turn in: 

• Your polished final paper.   
• The finished paper should be 18-25 pages not including the bibliography. 
• 


