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Professor: Jessica A.J. Rich  Marquette University 
Office: Wehr Physics Building, Room 448  Department of Political Science 
Email: jessica.rich@marquette.edu Spring 2017  
Office hours: Monday and Wednesday 3:30 – 5pm 
 
 
 

LATIN AMERICAN POLITICS 
 

Latin America has long been the center of dynamic political, social, and economic change. The 
region has suffered some of the most brutal political regimes, highest degrees of economic 
inequality, and worst organized crime. Yet Latin America has also been the focus of some of the 
most innovative experiments in democratic participation, social mobilization, and poverty 
alleviation.  
 
In Part 1 of the course, we examine the interplay between politics and economic development 
during the bulk of the 20th century. Looking at the Argentine case, we first analyze how 
nationalistic strategies for overcoming underdevelopment contributed to the breakdown of 
democracy in the 1960s-70s and military rule.  
 
In Part 2 of the course, we examine the politics of neoliberalism and post-neoliberalism. We start 
by examining the implementation of free market reforms, with a focus on Mexico.  In the 1980s, 
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Course objectives 
 

1. Gain a solid understanding of the key concepts and theoretical frameworks used to 
analyze Latin American politics. This course should make it easier for you to read the 
newspaper and think critically about current events. 

2. Learn about the history and political dynamics during recent history for select Latin 
American countries – namely, Argentina, Brazil, Cuba, Mexico, and Venezuela. 

3. Strengthen your critical thinking skills, learning to not only identify the causal claims of 
the authors you read but also to challenge their approaches and assumptions. 

4. Improve your writing through several paper assignments. 
5. Develop your public speaking skills through class presentations. 

 

Assignments 
 
The grade breakdown for the course follows: 
 

  5% Map quiz 
15% Reading responses 
15% 







 

 5 

• 
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Students must be fully prepared at all times to discuss the readings and concepts from that day’s 



 

 7 

Course Policies 
 
• Attendance: 

o Attendance: Attending class is mandatory. Should you have to miss a class, it is your 
responsibility to learn about any assignments, discussion, etc. from other students in 
the course.  I will not send you summaries of lectures or classes, so please do not 
request them.  

• Note: Attending class is not the same as participating in class. Active 
engagement with the material we are covering in this class is critical to your 
success, and to your class participation grade.  I expect you to ask questions in 
class and make informed contributions to discussion. 
 

• Respect: 
o 
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the Disability Services Center during the first few weeks of the semester, formal notification 
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Readings 
 
There are TWO books that are required for this course. 
• Harry Vanden and Gary Prevost.  2012.  Politics of Latin America: The Power Game.  New 

York: Oxford University Press.   
o Available online. 

• Kingstone, Peter. 2010. The Political Economy of Latin America: Reflections on 
Neoliberalism and Development. New York, NY: Routledge. 

o Available for purchase at the Marquette Bookstore 
• Most readings are posted on the course web site (See http://d2l.marquette.edu). 

o Readings posted on the course web site are followed by “D2L” in the list of required 
readings below. 
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Course Schedule  
 
 
 

PART I: The Politics of 20th-Century Development 
 
 
Week 1: Explaining Underdevelopment January 18 
  
January 18: Introducing the course 

• No reading 
 
 
Week 2: Import Substitution Industrialization January 23, 25 
 
January 23: Explaining Underdevelopment in Latin America 

• Read the syllabus. 
• Eduardo Galeano, Open Veins of Latin America, Introduction: 120 Million in the Eye of 

the Hurricane (pp. 1-8). *Note: the page numbers begin at 1 before the preface, but they 
start at 1 again for the introduction. You may skip the forward and preface, and begin 
reading at the second p.1. 

• Acemoglu, Johnson, and Robinson, “The Colonial Origins of Comparative Development: 
An Empirical Investigation,” Sections 1 and 2 only (pp. 1369 – 1376) ON D2L 

 
January 25: The ISI Approach 

• Harry Vanden and Gary Prevost.  2012.  Politics of Latin America: The Power Game.  
New York: Oxford University Press.  Chapter 7 (pp. 154-168 only)  

• Kingstone, The Political Economy of Latin America, Chapter 2 ON D2L 
**map quiz*** 

 
 
Week 3: Populism and Democracy January 30, February 1 
 
January 30: The Politics of ISI: Populism 

• Michael Conniff, Populism in Latin America, piece of Introduction (pp. 4-21 only) ON 
D2L 

• 
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PART II: The Politics of 21st-Century Development 
 
 
Week 7: Development in Mexico February 27, March 1 
 
February 27: 
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March 22: Latin America’s Left Turn 

• Kingstone, The Political Economy of Latin America, part of Chapter 4: pp. 91 - 123  
• to watch: The Hugo Chávez Show (2008) 
• Ecuador presentation 
• Argentina economics presentation 

 
 
Week 11: Political Projects of the Radical Left March 27, 29 
 
March 27: Venezuela: Party-System Collapse and the Rise of Chavez 

• Noam Lupu.  2014. “Brand Dilution and the Breakdown of Political Parties in Latin 
America.”  World Politics 66(4): 561-602. ON D2L 

• Recommended: Daniel Hellinger. “Venezuela.” Chapter 17 in Politics of Latin America: 
The Power Game 

• Peru presentation 
• Venezuela presentation 

 
March 29: Venezuela under Chavez 

• Margarita López Maya, “Hugo Chávez and the Populist Left,” in The Resurgence of the 
Latin American Left ON D2L 

• Paraguay presentation 
CURRENT EVENT PAPER 3 DUE SUNDAY MIDNIGHT 

 
 
Week 12: Radical versus Moderate Left April 3, 5 
 
April 3
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Week 13: The Moderate Left in Power April 10, 12 
 
April 10: The Workers’ Party in Power 

• Wendy Hunter.  2011.  “Brazil: The PT in Power,” In The Resurgence of the Latin 
American Left, eds. Steven Levitsky and Kenneth Roberts.  Baltimore: The Johns 
Hopkins University Press.  pp. 306-324. ON D2L 

• Recommended: 


