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POSC 6931:
SEMINAR ON AMERICAN FEDERALISM

AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

Spring 2021
Tues. 5–7:40pm
Lalumiere 176

Professor Philip Rocco
E-mail: philip.rocco@marquette.edu

OH: Thurs: 2–5 pm (via Teams)

A student should enter the field of intergovernmental fiscal relations with modesty and even
humility…It is a field mined with explosives; beneath a placid surface lie some very deep emotions
ready to burst into flame at the slightest provocation.

Committee on Intergovernmental Fiscal Relations, U.S. Treasury (1943)

A second New York is being built
a little west of the old one.
Why another, no one asks,
just build it, and they do.

David Berman (1999)

One can hardly comprehend American politics today without understanding the field of
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course are organized along the lines of the initial research divisions at the now extinct
Advisory Commission on Intergovm
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PśơĕƌĭŦǀĕƌśřĕśơëŐȾřŦśĹơŦƌȾȨǛǚɳȩȔ Each participant will be expected to provide – once during
the semester – a weekly roundup of at least five (5) news items that pertain to relations
among federal, state, local, tribal, and territorial governments. This roundup will be published
on D2L the evening before seminar and should include links to relevant articles and a 2-3
sentence description of each story). Items can be drawn from national or local
general-interest periodicals, specialty publications such as DŦǀĕƌśĹśĭ, �ĕǁȾ©ơëơĕŐĹśĕ, �řĕƌĹćëś
�ĹơǇȾëśĎȾ�ŦƩśơǇ, � Ⱦ¡ŦŐŐȾ�ëŐŐ, �ŦśĎȾ�ƩǇĕƌ, as well as reports or press  releases issued by federal
agencies, think tanks, or “Big 7” intergovernmental organizations (CSG, GFOA, ICMA, NACo,
NCSL, NGA, NLC, USCM) or other relevant publications.

PƔƔƩĕȾĆƌĹĕĬȾȨǟǚɳȩȔ Early in the semester, each participant will identify an issue or dilemma in
contemporary intergovernmental relations that will become the focus of a 10-15 page issue
brief directed at a nonspecialist audience. In addition to identifying the issue, these briefs will
give a brief history or background, discuss the current state of play (e.g. by describing the
positions of various actors in the policy debate, options for resolution), and provide some
indication of how the issue may evolve in the near future. Potential topics will be discussed
during the seminar and participants will, by March 9, submit to the instructor a summary of
their intended topic via e-mail. Pending instructor approval, participants will consult relevant
academic and ‘gray’ literature, as well as news coverage where applicable, and develop a list
of readings to be discussed with the instructor during the semester. Participants will submit a
final version of their issue briefs by May 11.

Course materials
You must obtain a copy of Donald F. Kettl, ¶ĴĕȾ$ĹǀĹĎĕĎ ©ơëơĕƔȾŦĬȾ�řĕƌĹćëȔȾÕĴǇȾCĕĎĕƌëŐĹƔř
$ŦĕƔśȹơȾÕŦƌō (Princeton University Press, 2020). All other readings will be made available via
D2L.

COURSE OUTLINE
(* = optional reading; Readings subject to change at the discretion of the instructor)

PART I: INTRODUCTION

First Session (1/26): Why study American federalism?

1. Rozell, Mark J., and Clyde Wilcox. "Federalism in a time of plague: how federal systems
cope with pandemic." ¶ĴĕȾ�řĕƌĹćëśȾ¡ĕǀĹĕǁȾŦĬȾ�ƩĆŐĹć �ĎřĹśĹƔơƌëơĹŦś 50, no. 6-7 (2020):
519-525.
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2. Downey, Davia Cox, and William M. Myers. "Federalism, Interr n
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3. Frank Thompson, “The rise of executive federalism: Implications for the picket fence
and IGM,” ¶ĴĕȾ�řĕƌĹć








