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• “Unfounded”
– Does not meet the legal 

definition of sexual assault
– False

• Rates of False Reports

FALSE 
REPORTING 
DEFINED
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BIASES RE: COMPLAINANTS

“Anatomy of Doubt” (Podcast)
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BIASES RE: COMPLAINANTS

• Common for victims of sexual violence to delay 
reporting.  

• Common for victims of sexual violence to remember 
some things very clearly and some things not at all. 

"Indelible in the hippocampus is the laughter. The 
uproarious laughter between the two. They’re having 
fun at my expense. They were laughing with each 
other...I was underneath one of them, while the two 
laughed...Two friends having a really good time with 
one another.”

- Dr. Christine Blasey-Ford

14

• DO consider all standard factors in evaluating 
credibility in a sexual assault case.

• DO recognize the difference between a lack of 
credibility and your own biases about how a 
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• Race?
• Economic background?
• Religion?
• Culture?
• Disability?
• Membership in a particular group?
• What else?

BIASES RE: ALL PARTIES & WITNESSES
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• Area is fraught with danger

• If you are aware of other incidents of behavior that 
you believe reflect on the strength or weakness of a 
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Factual Issue:

1. What did person 1 say about the issue?

a. Assess person 1’s testimony with evidence received from 
that person over time.

b. Assess person 1’s testimony with testimony from others 
(consistent/inconsistent?).

c. Assess person 1’s testimony with evidence received from 
others (e.g., video, documents, etc.).

2. Repeat with all witnesses or parties who addressed the 
issue.

PUTTING IT TOGETHER

LEARNING OUTCOMEQUESTIONS
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